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INTRODUCTION AND VILLAGE PROFILE

The village of Bishopton lies on high ground, 6 miles North West of Stockton, and a little
further to the North East of Darlington, County Durham.

The Parish of Bishopton consists of around 350 residents and forms part of nearby
Darlington Borough Council. History tells us that Bishopton dates back to circa 1100AD

and was originally owned by Roger De Conyers, it was this ancient Durham family that
built the village's famous landmark, Castle Hill.

This mound and surrounding earthworks is the remains of a 12" Century Motte & Bailey
castle.

Bishopton is well placed for access to the major arterial roads, A66, A19 and the Al. Itis
also within easy reach of nearby Stockton and Darlington. The village has a Church (St
Peter's) and 2 public houses (The Talbot and The Blue Bell), a village hall and a primary
school serving approx 65 pupils between 4 and 11 years.

The village is essentially a rural farming community, although there are many
parishioners who are not now from this background. The parish council is made up of 7
member councillors and a parish clerk, who all live locally and they meet every month in
the village hall. Bishopton is a thriving community that takes a pride in it’s surroundings
and is affectionately known as "The Shire" (aka ‘Lord of the Rings") by some of it's
inhabitants. There is a great sense of wellbeing and friendliness throughout the whole of
the village and long may this continue. After distributing a questionnaire (results in

Appendix A.) and having a village meeting the following areas were highlighted as very
important.
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Bishopton is situated within a conservation area and as such planning and development is
an important issue. To support this, the residents of the parish support the following

guidelines:

= There should be no change to the limits of the current residential development
line. The reasons given were as follows:- the current infrastructure is not able to
cope with any additional housing/people (drains/roads) and any extension would

be detrimental to this Conservation village.

= Any applications to develop by infill should be encouraged to use appropriate
materials that compliment the current buildings/surroundings and also be
environmentally friendly.

e Support will be given to Darlington Borough Council in their attempt to enforce
new laws in order to make the derelict homes within the village habitable once

mare.

« Appropriate re-use/conversion of pre 1948 buildings would be welcomed and
supported.

e Help and advice is available to residents of Bishopton for appropriate ways to

repair and renovate their properties as listed in Appendix B

A meeting with the Planning Policy Dept of Darlington Borough Council has taken place in
order to establish common ground regarding future planning policy for Bishopton. The
following was agreed:
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1. Darlington Borough Council agreed that the building line was not likely to be
altered within the foreseeable future as it is already very close to the conservation
boundary.

2. A conservation area appraisal has just been conducted by Darlington Borough
Council conservation offices. The report will be available for consultation within

the next few months.

3. Darlington Borough Council agreed to put forward the Parish Council's request to
be notified of any significant alterations to planning permission that had already
been agreed to. Caselaw currently states that any amendments to planning
permission should be subject to another full planning application with consequent
advertising and consultation.

4. It was agreed that both the residents and the Parish Council have a valued
contribution to give regarding the encouragement of suitable future planning for
the village/parish.

The village has a very high percentage of Village Green and it is the responsibility of the
Parish Council to maintain it to a high standard. A leaflet advising everyone of the law
pertaining to the area alongside a map outlining the Village Green as registered in 1978
is available from the Parish Council (Appendix B).

Page 3 of 14



Bishopton Parish Plan 2007 Hi

Bishopton

L @)
|
T TR
=1m ] /
B o | |
Nl

|

T

|
N
|

Current plan showing conservation and development boundaries.
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VILLAGE HALL and SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

The existing timber hall was originally a 1920’s school dismantled from a nearby local
town and re-erected in Bishopton in 1959, a brick built annexe was then attached to
provide a kitchen and toilets. Darlington Borough Council has agreed that the existing
Village Hall is uneconomical to repair and has granted planning permission for the
erection of a new building; to provide a new warm, dry and welcoming meeting/activity
centre fit for purpose to be enjoyed by the whole community.

A written Village Hall Questionnaire was conducted in April 2006, which resulted in a
majority vote for the development of a new village hall building.

Building this New Hall will enable the community to:-

Allow for the provision of a wider range of services whilst maintaining the current
levels of activity

« Improve community relationships by helping to maintain and foster the village
community spirit that presently exists

¢ Respond to the needs of the community in providing access to a wider range of
learning.

« Increase the level of activities, which it is envisaged, will in turn improve the financial

viability of the community hall premises for future generations.

« All residents and representatives of user groups will be invited to participate in the

management of the new building and contribute to the decision making process.
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The present hall is host to a number of social activities, that include;

Whist drives

Craft fairs

Fashion shows

Concert and fund raising activities

Keep fit classes

Brownies club

Youth club
To name a few.
However we do not have a facility to encompass anything involving information
technology as the hall is limited due to it's age. There is a strong sense of community
within the village, and lots of people get involved with one activity or another they
include the old and the young and it is refreshing when anything new is introduced like
the recent Salsa and Hip Hop keep fit classes. Because we live in a rural area there are a
number of outdoor activities that could become more of a regular event e.g. Walking,
organised Bike rides etc this would need to be organised and supported by villagers if we
are to improve on what is already there as is the case with most other events.
Participation and enthusiasm are key to any future activities that may be organised, and

it would benefit our community greatly if this was embraced by the majority of people
within the local area.

Mr and Mrs E Brannen have kindly given an area of land to the village to be used as a

playing field. Football goal posts and other equipment have been sourced for this area.

Encouragement will be given to all local residents to use this facility on a daily basis.
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HEALTHY LIVING

The residents requested that the Parish Council should investigate, outline and ensure
the general maintenance of all public right of ways and official walks within the parish. A
licence has been obtained for the publication of a map showing the above (Appendix C)
and it will be displayed in the village notice board and also the “Welcome Pack’. Any
residents wanting a copy will be given one at no cost to themselves. From this we hope
to encourage more people enjoying the countryside walks in the future.
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TRAFFIC AND PARKING

Our village originally grew up from agricultural origins and as such was designed for the
days of horses and carts and not the car or lorry. Due to this we have narrow roads and
a distinct lack of off-street parking.

In recent years there has been a dramatic increase in the number of cars and heavy
goods vehicles both passing through the village and parking in it. Parking is now a severe
problem with most households having more than one car. There is for example a severe
shortage of parking spaces on the Green area and vehicles visiting the two pubs in the
village can cause congestion and damage by parking on grass verges, paths and
residents drives.
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School days can cause parking problems as many parents feel the need to drive their

children to school, even for very short distances within the village instead of encouraging
them to walk.

Traffic flow through the village has increased dramatically. Due to congestion on other
routes, our village has become a 'rat-run' from Teesside to Newton Aycliffe /Bishop

Auckland etc. This is a particular problem between the hours of 7am-8.30am and 4pm to
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5.30pm. This usage has also created a speeding problem through the village as people
rush to and from work.

When the issue of Traffic and Parking was addressed in a survey of Parish residents it
received the second highest number of comments or suggestions compared with 8 other

categories. This indicates the impact traffic has on resident’s lives and the importance to
them of the problems it causes.

To properly assess the traffic flow through the village a Traffic Survey was undertaken,
monitoring the number and type of vehicles travelling both East and West through the
village. The times monitored were:

Rush Hour - am and pm on 2 days

Quieter Hours - 10.am - 2pm on 2 days
The results can be found in Appendix D.

From questionnaires and village meetings it is clear that residents do not want yellow
lines to restrict parking and do not want physical traffic calming measures, such as build-
outs, road humps, rumble strips etc. Discussions have taken place with Darlington BC to
assess the options available. It was clear that traffic issues in the county were prioritised

by both DBC and the Police on traffic volume, accident history, personal injuries etc.

A review of our village's statistics over 3 2 years show that our issues were of a very low
level as compared with, say, most urban areas.

As such neither DBC or the Police could justify any more resources being allocated to this
village.
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